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The New School 
Special Area of Study

Description
Founded in 1973, the New School offers a different way of completing the mandatory English and Humanities 

courses. Students from all programs are welcome to join these “learning groups,” what we call our classes. 

Our Approach
At the New school, students get to plan classes with the teachers (called 

“facilitators” at the New School) in an informal environment where 

everyone has a say. In our classes (which we call “learning groups”), 

students discuss the course materials and also talk about their own lives, 

where they are and where they are going. Classes are small and our 

students come from many different programs in the college, they get to 

know and learn from one another as well as from the facilitator. 

We are sociable
We are a small community of about 175 people. Students like to 

hang out in our space on the 8th floor where we have a large lounge/


